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SKIN CANCER AWARENESS WEEK 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen  

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.50 pm]:  Next week is Skin Cancer Awareness Week.  It is timely that we 
reflect on the significant progress that has been made in this area.  Australia has the unenviable record of having 
the highest skin cancer rates in the world.  Each year, 150 000 Australians are treated for skin cancer, and it kills 
1 000 people.  These deaths are preventable.  Malignant melanoma, the most deadly form, accounts for 800 
deaths annually.  On a positive note, Australia is now the only country in the world where melanoma death rates 
are falling for men and women.  That is attributable to 20 years of targeted public education, early detection, 
highly trained medical personnel, world-class researchers and people being equipped with the knowledge to 
check their own skin. 

Western Australia is in the vanguard of the fight against skin cancer.  For three years running, it has had the 
lowest rate in Australia of the removal of unnecessary skin lesions.  General practitioners in this State remove 
approximately half of all melanomas.  These facts are indicators of widespread medical expertise.  Similarly, we 
are in the forefront of new surgical techniques for the precise removal of melanomas.  Government initiatives 
also play a significant role through the melanoma advisory service, which is a multidisciplinary body of 
pathologists, surgeons, dermatologists, oncologists and radiotherapists, and through high-profile public 
awareness campaigns such as SunSmart.  In addition, the Cancer Foundation of WA provides information and 
support to sufferers and raises money for important research. 

We should use the occasion of Skin Cancer Awareness Week to check our own skin - or someone else’s - and to 
stock up on sunblock and headgear for the summer onslaught ahead. 
 


